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New Perspectives

2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature [or as some translations say “a new creation”]; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.”

1) Temporal vs. Eternal

2) Rewards only on earth vs. Rewards in Heaven

3) Eternal uncertainly vs. Blessed Hope

4) Live for self vs. Live for others

5) Grudges and bitterness vs. Forgiveness

6) Immediate family vs. Church family

7) Survival vs. Heroism

8) Own skills vs. God’s grace

9) Some people have value to me vs. all people have infinite value

10) Stability found in wealth, power, health, popularity, or appearance vs. stability found in God

a) Unfairness vs. Justice

b) Your own reputation vs. God’s glory

c) Surrounding ourselves with sin vs. Surrounding ourselves with what is pure, honorable, right, and holy
d) Work for self vs. Work for Jesus

e) Self-pity vs. Confidence

Temporal vs. Eternal

In the Bible the eternal things can go by several names: 

· Things not seen

· The things above

· Treasures that neither moth nor rust destroy

· Treasures that thieves cannot steal

Some of the things that will last forever are:

· Each and every person

· The deeds, motives, desires, and thoughts of each one of us

· Our salvation decision or non-decision one way or the other

· And, of course, everything related to God

1 Peter 1:23, “for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God.”

Isaiah 40:8, “The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of our God stands forever.”

Isaiah 57:15, “For thus says the high and exalted One Who lives forever, whose name is Holy…”

The temporal can also go by several names: “things which are seen” and “the things that are on earth.” 

Some of the things that will eventually be annihilated are:

· Cars

· Houses

· Physical looks

· Money

Basically everything not on the eternal list.

2 Corinthians 4:18, “while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.”

2 Corinthians 5:1-5, “For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For indeed in this house we groan, longing to be clothed with our dwelling from heaven, 3 inasmuch as we, having put it on, will not be found naked. 4 For indeed while we are in this tent, we groan, being burdened, because we do not want to be unclothed but to be clothed, so that what is mortal will be swallowed up by life. 5 Now He who prepared us for this very purpose is God, who gave to us the Spirit as a pledge.”

Colossians 3:1-4, “Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth. 3 For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.”

Rewards only on the Earth vs. Rewards in Heaven

The unsaved person has no choice but to invest everything that he has into the temporal. According to Ephesians 2:1 he is spiritually dead. He has no presence in the heavenly world let alone a bank account. He only has one bank account and that is a temporal one and when he dies that bank account is destroyed.

But a saved person has a choice. He has been raised up and seated in the heavenly places. He has a dual citizenship so to speak: one on earth and one in heaven. He also has two bank accounts and can choose which one he wants to put his treasures into.

Matthew 6:19-20, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal”
What is put into the temporal bank account will disappear. What is put into the heavenly bank account will last forever.

1 Corinthians 3:10-15
10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it. 11 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work. 14 If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward. 15 If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.
The instant a person becomes a Christian God gives us a new foundation which is Jesus Christ. Then for the rest of our lives we build on that foundation. At the end of our time on Earth God will judge what we have built. What we have built with eternal things symbolized by gold, silver, and precious stones will survive the fire of God’s judgment and follow us into heaven. What we have built with temporal things symbolized by wood, hay, and straw will burn up and be gone forever.
Psalm 73:17-19, “Until I came into the sanctuary of God; Then I perceived their end. 18 Surely You set them in slippery places; You cast them down to destruction. 19 How they are destroyed in a moment! They are utterly swept away by sudden terrors!”

2 Samuel 18:18, “Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and set up for himself a pillar which is in the King’s Valley, for he said, ‘I have no son to preserve my name.”
Eternal uncertainty vs. Blessed Hope

How can you know with certainly that you will go to Heaven when you think that you are being weighed against everyone else in the world?
1 John 5:13 changes all of this, “These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.”

When we make our choices we don’t have to ask, “Is this going to mess up my chance to get into heaven?” Instead we can ask, “Is this going to delight God?” And that is a huge difference. It is like working at your job to keep from being fired versus working well at your job because you love being there. Our new perspective is that we can enjoy life because we know how the journey will end.

Titus 2:11-14

11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 12 instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.
Paul in 2 Corinthians 4:17 can call this time on the earth “momentary, light affliction” when compared to “an eternal weight of glory [that is] far beyond all comparison.” This is our blessed hope. We can more easily endure the trials of today because we know the glory of tomorrow.

Titus 2:15, “These things speak and exhort and reprove with all authority. Let no one disregard you.”

Live for self vs. Live for others

When we are not saved we have to “look out for number 1” because we don’t expect that anyone else will. Most people are going through life looking to grab. We spend half of our time trying to get and the other half trying to keep.

But God changes this.

2 Corinthians 5:14-15, “For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; 15 and He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf.”
Isaiah 58:10-11

And if you give yourself to the hungry
And satisfy the desire of the afflicted,
Then your light will rise in darkness
And your gloom will become like midday.
11 “And the Lord will continually guide you,
And satisfy your desire in scorched places,
And give strength to your bones;
And you will be like a watered garden,
And like a spring of water whose waters do not fail.

Luke 6:38, “Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure—pressed down, shaken together, and running over.”
Once we are saved we know that God is looking out for us. The Scripture reassures us of this.

Isaiah 58:8, “The glory of the LORD will be your rear guard.” God protects us from our past. He allows us to be able to forgive hurts, get rid of grudges, and to move on from regrets. Truly God has our back.

Isaiah 45:2, “"I will go before you and make the rough places smooth.” God goes before us so that we might make right decisions. He guides us and lights the path before us. The future may be unknown but it is not filled with fear.

Psalm 91:4, “He will cover you with His pinions, And under His wings you may seek refuge.” God covers us from those who arrogantly stand above us and make accusations. Because we know our value in God and are confident in who we are, curses and put-downs should not affect us. And even if they are true then that means that we now have an opportunity to grow and become more like Him.

Deuteronomy 33:7, “The eternal God is a dwelling place, and underneath are the everlasting arms.” God is under us to cushion and comfort us when we fall. If we mess up it is not fatal. God is great in forgiveness, patience, and faithfulness. The righteous man or woman can always rise again because God is always there to lift us up again.

Psalm 125:2, “As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the LORD surrounds His people from this time forth and forever.” God is to our left and to our right to guard us from unexpected attacks. He surrounds us. 
We can give ourselves to others because we know that we are not standing by ourselves fighting the rest of the world. We have God on our side and one person plus God is a majority.

Grudges and bitterness vs. Forgiveness

James 4:1 tells the brutal truth, “What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members?”

One of the most difficult things that anyone can do is to forgive. The main reason may be because we don’t want to. 

· You might not want to forgive because you want to see them suffer for what they did. 

· You might not want to forgive because you want them to feel the same hurt that they made us to feel. 

· You might not want to forgive because you want to give them the message that if they hurt me then they will feel pain also, so they better think twice about hurting me again. 
· You might not want to forgive because you are angry or frustrated.

· You might not want to forgive because you want revenge.

· You might not want to forgive because you enjoy playing the victim.

· You might not want to forgive because you really don’t like that person and you want to keep it that way.

2 Corinthians 5:21, “He [the Father] made Him [Jesus] who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” 

Forgiveness must be a work of God alone. The word “forgiveness” has several meanings.

In the Hebrew it means to “lift off a burden.”

The Greek has at least two meanings.

1) To cancel out a debt. This is the idea of Colossians 2:13-14, “When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.”
2) To remove; to send away. This is the symbolism that is expressed in Ps 103:12, “As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.” If we start at any point and head north we will eventually be heading south again. So north is separated from south only as far as the Earth is tall. But if we start at any point and head east no matter how many times we circle the globe we will still be heading east. In fact we can head east forever. This is how far God has removed our sins from us; an infinite distance.
Isaiah 55:7, “Let the wicked forsake his way, And the unrighteous man his thoughts; And let him return to the LORD, And He will have compassion on him; And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon.”

Verses 8 – 9,"’For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Neither are your ways My ways,’ declares the LORD. ‘For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.’”
God does not forgive you because you are good; God forgives you because He is great.
There is always a time to forgive and that time is always now.

· Your season of bitterness is over.

· Your season of anger and plotting revenge is over.

· Your season of chaining yourself to this other person’s hurt or disappointment is over.

It is a new season, a fresh season, a season is plant something new. 

Philippians 3:13, “but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead.”

Immediate family vs. Church family

Mark 10:29-30, “Jesus said, “Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and for the gospel’s sake, 30 but that he will receive a hundred times as much now in the present age, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal life.”
Colossians 2:2 states that we should be “knit together in love.”
Each thread in a cloth weaves itself over and under many other threads. Whereas a single piece of thread can be easily broken, once it is woven into a cloth they form something strong. This cloth can offer protection, comfort, and even make a statement. Each thread was designed to be part of something else. 

Likewise, each Christian is like a single thread. Alone we are weaker, more easily confused, and tempted. Our struggles can be lonely and overwhelming. 


But once we are saved God weaves us into a body of believers. Some people we are woven under. We support them with mercy, fellowship, and giving. Other people we are woven over. They support us with discipleship, concern, and prayer. Together we form a community that is strong enough to protect us from the lions that prowl about seeking to devour (1 Peter 5:8). We are better equipped to encourage one another and to forgive each other. And as a community we can be a greater force to make a statement for what is right: we can preach the Good News of Freedom, heal the brokenhearted, and open the prison doors of the enslaved. This is Jesus Christ’s church. What sews and binds us together is love.

Survival vs. Heroism

God’s definition of the hero is not the headliner, not the most popular, not the one with the most Facebook likes or Twitter friends.

God’s definition of the hero is the person who does the will of God. 

Who are some of the heroes in the Bible?

In Exodus 1 the midwives did not put to death the Hebrew male newborns in defiance of Pharaoh’s orders. The result was that God blessed them. 

The woman who washed Jesus’ feet with her hair in Luke 7. 

The woman who put in the two mites into the treasury in Mark 12.

How do we know that they were heroes? Because God, who has an infinite storehouse of stories and wisdom to share thought those people important enough to include in His only book to all of mankind. And these people were included as examples for us to follow: their faith, their actions, and their character. And if God thinks that someone is worthy to be an example to billions of people for the next thousands of year then they are a hero indeed.

Own skills vs. God’s grace

Before we were saved what did we have to rely on to overcome our own limitations?—many people just resort to cheating.

70% of high school students cheat on tests.

65% of high school athletes admit to cheating.

42% of Harvard’s incoming class cheated. In fact, studies show that the higher up the academic scale the more likely a student will cheat.

Lance Armstrong cheated so that he could win seven Tour de France titles.

The word “grace” is used 125 in the Bible.

Here is a sample of some of the things that grace gives to us.

· Grace enlightens our eyes (Ezra 9:8)

· Grace blesses us (Psalm 45:2)

· Grace saves us (Acts 15:11)

· Grace builds us up (Acts 20:32)

· Grace guarantees that God’s promises will be fulfilled in us (Romans 4:16)

· Grace gives us victory over sin (Romans 5:20)

· Grace gives us spiritual gifts that we might have a place in God’s church (Romans 12:6)

· Grace gives us power (2 Corinthians 12:9)

2 Corinthians 9:8, “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed”
2 Timothy 1:7, “For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline.”

Power gives me the strength and confidence to confront and overcome our fears.

Love replaces fear because instead of focusing on what others will think of me I am focused on what I can give to God and to others.

Discipline pushes away those voices that tell us that we are no good or a loser and instead holds tight to righteous and God’s word.

Some people have value to me vs. all people have infinite value

What is the value or worth of a person?

Your answer may easily be determined by whether you are a Christian or not.

1 Peter 3:18, “For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit…”
John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”
Genesis 1:27, “God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.”
Because everyone is in God’s image we have no right to belittle or look down on someone. There is no place for prejudice in God’s world. Neither race, age, country of origin, ethnicity, looks, or disability has any implication on someone’s worth because every single person equally meets back in the image of God.

Therefore salvation radically changes how we view people. This perspective shifts from what do they mean to me to what do they mean to God.

Stability found in wealth, power, health, popularity, or appearance vs. stability found in God

Psalm 1 says that the righteous “will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water” but the wicked “are like chaff which the wind drives away.”

How vividly God contrasts the stability of the believer to a non-believer?

	Believer
	Non-believer

	Solid, thick
	Flimsy, light

	Grows stronger as it matures
	Is always the same

	Has deep roots
	Has no roots

	Hard to move sometimes even taking a major storm and, even then, may still remain standing
	Blows away with a light breeze

	Provides shelter and food
	Is waste and useless

	Lasts a long time
	Is very temporal


Jeremiah 17:5-8

Thus says the Lord,
“Cursed is the man who trusts in mankind
And makes flesh his strength,
And whose heart turns away from the Lord.
6 “For he will be like a bush in the desert
And will not see when prosperity comes,
But will live in stony wastes in the wilderness,
A land of salt without inhabitant.
7 “Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord
And whose trust is the Lord.
8 “For he will be like a tree planted by the water,
That extends its roots by a stream
And will not fear when the heat comes;
But its leaves will be green,
And it will not be anxious in a year of drought
Nor cease to yield fruit.
Psalm 73:26, “My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.” What equivalent does the world have for that assurance?
Heroism
Some people say that one of our most basic needs to be a hero. Being a hero gives meaning, value, and purpose. We want to be heroes. Our fantasies about ourselves are usually heroic. We are a great sports figure, or military hero, or have accomplished something great that commands the cheers and admiration of the crowds. 

We also need heroes to emulate. But when we deny or trivialize the supernatural then we must make our heroes from the visible world. So we look to the wealthy, famous, or powerful. And then what we have done is to replace the hero with the celebrity.

Each one of us has morals and models.

We have morals which are right or wrong, guilt or innocence.

We also have models which are those people that we imitate. These can be heroes or fools.

Human science tells us that evolved into a set of particularly complex set of chemicals. This theory undercuts human greatness. We’re all the same and in the end we are all annihilated.

Compare that to Psalm 8:4-6.

4 What is man that You take thought of him,
And the son of man that You care for him?
5 Yet You have made him a little lower than God,
And You crown him with glory and majesty!
6 You make him to rule over the works of Your hands;
You have put all things under his feet,

James 5:17, “Elijah was a man with a nature like ours…”
The real question is not how much we delight the crowds but how much God delights in us.

1) The Bible is unsparing with its heroes. It points out their sins and their weaknesses. There are no larger than life heroes in the Bible.

2) These people weren’t heroes because of who they were but because of what they did.

3) Many of God’s heroes aren’t even named

Hebrews 11:35-38

“Women received back their dead by resurrection; and others were tortured, not accepting their release, so that they might obtain a better resurrection; 36 and others experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, also chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to death with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated 38 (men of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the ground.”

Society’s heroes fly in jets; God’s heroes wander in deserts. Society’s heroes live in mansions; God’s heroes lived in caves and holes in the ground. Society’s heroes aren’t anybody unless their names are splashed everywhere. God’s heroes aren’t even named.

Each one of us can be heroes in God’s sight. Heroism is not for people with supernatural powers wearing spandex and capes. These type of people are inaccessible. When we got saved God gave us the very real capability to be a real hero.
The world says that a hero must be someone who is extraordinary.

God says that a hero can easily be you or me.

The world says that a hero is someone who is all over the news or the internet.

God says that a hero may be someone who toils unnoticed.

The world says that a hero must be someone who moves the crowds.

God says that a hero is someone who only needs to move Him.

Because of God, you have tremendous value. You are not like everyone else, just one in six billion. You, too, can be one of those of whom the world is not worthy.

So go out and be a hero. Obey God. Bring Him glory. Be a godly model. If, because of you, other people become more Christ-like then you are indeed a hero.

What can God use?

Exodus chapters 3 and 4. Moses made excuse after excuse.
2 Corinthians 12:9, “And He has said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.’ Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.”

It’s not who you are. It’s not what you are. It’s what you let God do through you. There are no great people in God’s kingdom. There are no small people in God’s kingdom. But there are people who let God be great through them. 

Numbers 12:3, “(Now the man Moses was very humble, more than any man who was on the face of the earth.)”

2 Chronicles 16:6, “For the eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His.”

All of the great people in the Bible had blemishes or worse.

· Adam and Eve disobeyed God’s one and only one command.

· Noah lay drunk and naked.

· David committed adultery and murder.

· Joseph was arrogant.

· Abraham lied.

· Isaac lied.

· Jacob cheated his brother.

· Sarah laughed at God.

· Rebekah schemed against her own husband.

· Moses disregarded God’s clear command.

· Aaron created an idol of a golden calf, led an entire nation away from God, and then lied about it.

· Miriam challenged God’s appointed leadership.

· Joshua did not drive out all of the peoples from the land as God commanded.

· Samson broke all of his Levitical vows.

· Elijah was so despondent that he wanted to die.

· Solomon married many women and turned to idols.

· Peter denied Jesus.

And we could go on. The lesson here is not that it is OK to sin because God will use us anyway. Paul said in Romans 6:1-2, “What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase? May it never be!” The lesson is that we are all weak; we are all sinners. God knows this. That’s why we need grace.

Exodus 4:10, “Then Moses said to the Lord, ‘Please, Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither recently nor in time past, nor since You have spoken to Your servant; for I am slow of speech and slow of tongue.’”

That is how Moses saw himself. “Slow of speech and slow [or thick] of tongue.”

Now look at Acts 7:22, “Moses was educated in all the learning of the Egyptians, and he was a man of power in words and deeds.”

This is God saw Moses, “a man of power in words and deeds.”

Do you describe yourself using excuses or limitations or do you describe yourself as someone whom God can use if you’d only let Him?

Luke 16:10, “He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much; and he who is unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous also in much.”

Jeremiah 12:5 reiterates this, “If you have run with footmen and they have tired you out, then how can you compete with horses? If you fall down in a land of peace, how will you do in the thicket of the Jordan?”
Small Acts

How can we tell that we are being used by God? Does the greater the magnitude of the act indicate the greater our humility? To be used by God do we need to shoot for the stars?

Mark 12:41-44

41 And He sat down opposite the treasury, and began observing how the people were putting money into the treasury; and many rich people were putting in large sums. 42 A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which amount to a cent. 43 Calling His disciples to Him, He said to them, “Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the contributors to the treasury; 44 for they all put in out of their surplus, but she, out of her poverty, put in all she owned, all she had to live on.”

There are at least four key things that we know about this woman.

1) She was poor. She didn’t have the influence and power of money. She probably had to spend a lot of her time just trying to make ends meet.

2) She was a widow. She wasn’t surrounded by great people. She was pretty much on her own.

3) She was nameless. She wasn’t a celebrity. She didn’t have an entourage. She was just another person in the crowd. Nothing about her made her stand out.

4) And perhaps most importantly, she came. She didn’t wait until she felt a special calling. She didn’t wait until she was asked. She simply did what God wanted her to do. 

Zechariah 4:10, “For who has despised the day of small things?”
B.F. Skinner wrote in his diary. "Sun streams in (indistinct) room. My hi-fi is midway through the first act of Tristan and Isolde. A very pleasant environment. A man would be a fool not to enjoy himself in it. In a moment I will work on a manuscript which may help mankind. So my life is not only pleasant; it is earned or deserved. And yet, yet, I am unhappy."

Compare this to Habakkuk 3:17-19, 

“Though the fig tree should not blossom
And there be no fruit on the vines,
Though the yield of the olive should fail
And the fields produce no food,
Though the flock should be cut off from the fold
And there be no cattle in the stalls,
18 Yet I will exult in the Lord,
I will rejoice in the God of my salvation.
19 The Lord God is my strength,
And He has made my feet like hinds’ feet,
And makes me walk on my high places.”

Romans 8:1, “Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”

Romans 8:28, “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”
Titus 2:11-13, “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 12 instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of [h]our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus…”

Revelation 22:3-5, “There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him; 4 they will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads. 5 And there will no longer be any night; and they will not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will illumine them; and they will reign forever and ever.”
“Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.” - John 14:27
Mark 10:42-45

42 Calling them to Himself, Jesus said to them, “You know that those who are recognized as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them; and their great men exercise authority over them. 43 But it is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant; 44 and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”

Greatness is not measured by the grandeur of the project but by obedience to God no matter how small the task.

Does God help those who help themselves?

What are some things that the following share in common?

The axe head of a prophet fell into water. Elisha threw a stick into the water and the axe head floated and was recovered. 2 Kings 6:1-7

Jacob put almond and poplar and plane tree sticks in front of the strong members of the flock so that when they mated the offspring would come out striped, speckled, and spotted and so would be his. Genesis 30:37-43

[Elisha struck the waters of the Red Sea with Elijah’s mantle and the waters divided so that he was able to pass through them. 2 Kings 2:14]

Elisha put some meal into a pot of poisonous stew and now it was safe to eat. 2 Kings 4:38-41

Moses struck a rock with his staff and water abundantly poured out, enough to quench hundreds of thousands of people. Numbers 20:11

When God sent fiery serpents among Israel that bit them, those who looked upon a bronze serpent on a standard were the ones who lived. Numbers 21:6-9

A bunch of people marched around a great city blowing trumpets and when they shouted the walls fell down. Joshua 6:1-21

1 Timothy 4:10

For it is for this we labor and strive, because we have fixed our hope on the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of believers.

1 Corinthians 3:8

Now he who plants and he who waters are one; but each will receive his own reward according to his own labor.

1 Corinthians 15:10

But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me.

Colossians 1:29

For this purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within me.

Revelation 14:13

And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, “Write, ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on!’” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “so that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow with them.”

Mother Teresa said, “God doesn't require us to succeed; he only requires that you try.”

John 21:3-6

Simon Peter *said to them, “I am going fishing.” They *said to him, “We will also come with you.” They went out and got into the boat; and that night they caught nothing. 4 But when the day was now breaking, Jesus stood on the beach; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5 So Jesus *said to them, “Children, you do not have any fish, do you?” They answered Him, “No.” 6 And He said to them, “Cast the net on the right-hand side of the boat and you will find a catch.” So they cast, and then they were not able to haul it in because of the great number of fish.

Exodus 14:13-14.

13 But Moses said to the people, “Do not fear! Stand by and see the salvation of the Lord which He will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you have seen today, you will never see them again forever. 14 The Lord will fight for you while you keep silent.”
Exodus 14:15-16.

15 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to Me? Tell the sons of Israel to go forward. 16 As for you, lift up your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, and the sons of Israel shall go through the midst of the sea on dry land.”

So cast out your net again, participate with God, and go forward.
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