Jesus Himself Alone
· Jesus is the One who holds the universe together (Colossians 1:17, “He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.”).

· Jesus is the head of the church (Ephesians 1:22, “And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church…”).

· Jesus is the foundation of each one of our lives (1 Corinthians 3:11, “For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”).

· Christianity is founded upon and centered around Jesus Christ (hence its name).

Matthew 17:8, “And lifting up their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus Himself alone.”
The goal of this study is not to get more of Jesus into our lives, but to get more of our lives into Jesus. 

What we should be doing is making our lives in all parts and in all aspects to become more like Christ. All of our thoughts should be taken captive to the obedience of Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5). Our words should be filled with grace (Colossians 4:6). Our plans should always have as their goal to glorify God in all ways (1 Corinthians 6:20). We are bringing ourselves up to Jesus. He is not just filling in spaces; He is the determiner of every aspect of our lives. And this is the way that it should be.
Jesus in OT Prophecy

Psalm 115:3, “But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases.” 

Luke 24:25-27 reads,
25 And He said to them, “O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.

Later on when the risen Jesus appeared to His disciples for the first time the first proof that He gave of His reality was His physical appearance: “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 See My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself; touch Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” But once He established who He was then in order to answer the “why” He once again appealed to OT prophecy. We read in Luke 24:44-48,

44 Now He said to them, “These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and He said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer and rise again from the dead the third day, 47 and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things.

Matthew 26:53-55 is another Scripture that verifies the importance of Jesus fulfilling OT prophecies. It is right before His crucifixion.
53 Or do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels? 54 How then will the Scriptures be fulfilled, which say that it must happen this way?”
55 At that time Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest Me as you would against a robber? Every day I used to sit in the temple teaching and you did not seize Me.
And again in Luke 24:44,

“This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about Me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms!”
And even after Jesus’ Ascension, the rest of the NT writers pointed to Jesus as the Messiah by referring to OT prophecy. 

Acts 3:18, “But the things which God announced beforehand by the mouth of all the prophets, that His Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled.”

At the beginning the church in Acts 17:2-3 we again see this importance.
2 And according to Paul’s custom, he went to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and giving evidence that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you is the Christ.”

And perhaps the most concise and clear presentation of the Gospel is in 1 Corinthians 15:1-4

Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,
Notice in Paul’s concise presentation of the Gospel, which is verses three and four. What phrase appears twice? It is “according to the Scriptures.”  Out of 41 words, eight of them or 20%, make reference to OT prophecies. Was the fulfillment of OT prophecies important? Absolutely.
What is a Prophecy?

The very first Messiah prophecy is in Genesis:

1. The Messiah would be the "seed of the woman" that would crush the serpent’s head.

Written around 1513 BC
Genesis 3:15

And I will put enmity
Between you and the woman,
And between your seed and her seed;
He shall bruise you on the head,
And you shall bruise him on the heel.

Galatians 4:4

But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law

1 John 3:8

the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil.

2. The Messiah will be born in Bethlehem

Written around 717 BC

Micah 5:2

But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
Too little to be among the clans of Judah,
From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel.
His goings forth are from long ago,
From the days of eternity.”

Matthew 2:1

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying,

3. The Messiah will publically enter Jerusalem

Written around 648 BC

Zechariah 9:9

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your king is coming to you;
He is just and endowed with salvation,
Humble, and mounted on a donkey,
Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

Matthew 21:1-3

When they had approached Jerusalem and had come to Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied there and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to Me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord has need of them,’ and immediately he will send them.

4. The Messiah will heal

Written around 732 BC

Isaiah 35:2b, 5-6

They will see the glory of the Lord,
The majesty of our God.

Then the lame will leap like a deer,
And the tongue of the mute will shout for joy.
For waters will break forth in the wilderness
And streams in the Arabah.

Matthew 11:2-5

Now when John, while imprisoned, heard of the works of Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3 and said to Him, “Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?” 4 Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and report to John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive sight and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them.

5. The Messiah will be sold for thirty pieces of silver

Written around 518 BC

Zechariah 11:12

I said to them, “If it is good in your sight, give me my wages; but if not, [t]never mind!” So they weighed out thirty shekels of silver as my wages.

Matthew 26:14-15

Then one of the twelve, named Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests  and said, “What are you willing to give me to betray Him to you?” And they weighed out thirty pieces of silver to him.

Fifteen other OT Prophecies fulfilled in Jesus

6. The Messiah will be called Immanuel

Isaiah 7:14 (732 BC)
Fulfilled: Matthew 1:22, Matthew 1:23

7. Thirty pieces of silver given to the Potter’s Field

Zechariah 11:13 (518 BC)
Fulfilled: Matthew 27:7

8. Pierced through hands and feet

Psalm 22:16 (460 BC)
Fulfilled: John 19:18

9. After crucifixion His bones will not be broken

Psalm 22:17 (460 BC)
Fulfilled: John 19:31-33,36

10. The Messiah will be a descendent of Judah

Genesis 49:10 (1513 BC)
Fulfilled: Matthew 1:2

11. At the crucifixion they will gamble for His clothing

Psalm 22:18 (460 BC)
Fulfilled: Matthew 27:35

12. At the crucifixion the Messiah will be given vinegar and gall to drink

Psalm 69:21 (460 BC)
Fulfilled: Matthew 27:34

13. The Messiah will be buried with the rich

Isaiah 53:9 (732 BC)
Fulfilled: Matthew 27:59-60

14. The Messiah will be crucified with criminals

Isaiah 53:12 (732 BC)
Fulfilled: Matthew 27:38

15. The Messiah will enter Jerusalem riding a donkey

Zechariah 9:9 (518 BC)
Fulfilled: Matthew 21:1-11
In Luke 24:25, 26:
25 And He said to them, “O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?”

Objections Answered
These OT prophecies were actually written at or after the time of Jesus and so were forced to be correct.
It is generally agreed on that the OT was completed by 450 BC. This is centuries before Jesus was born. 

Jesus wanted to be a hero and so He deliberately fulfilled them Himself. 
This problem with this objection is that many prophecies were outside of His control. Some such prophecies (and there are more) are:

1) Descended from Jacob (Numbers 24:17)

2) Descended from David (Jeremiah 23:5)

3) Place of birth (Micah 5:2)

4) Herod would kill many children (Jeremiah 31:15)

5) He would be preceded by a messenger (Isaiah 40:3)

6) He would be sold for 30 pieces of silver (Zechariah 11:12)

7) Crucified with thieves (Isaiah 53:12)

8) His bones would not be broken (Psalm 34:20)

9) His side would be pierced (Zechariah 12:10)

10) Buried in a rich man’s tomb (Isaiah 53:9)


Someone would have fulfilled all of these prophecies sometime and Jesus just happened to be the one who got lucky
Professor Peter Stoner in the book Science Speaks calculated the odds of one Person fulfilling just eight of these prophecies. The prophecies that he chose were:

1) His place of birth (Micah 5:2)

2) The time of birth (Daniel 9:25)

3) The manner of birth (Isaiah 7:14)

4) How He was betrayed (Zechariah 11:11-13)

5) The manner of His Death (Psalm 22:16)

6) The piercing of His hands, feet and side (Psalm 22, Zechariah 12:10)

7) The fact that people mocked Him (Isaiah 53, Psalm 22)

8) How He was buried (Isaiah 53:9)
He found the odds to be 1 in 1017. To put this in perspective, this many silver dollars would cover the state of Texas two feet deep. Mark only one of these silver dollars and then mix them all up with bulldozers. Now blindfold someone fly them over this huge pile in a helicopter. Then at some point when he tells you to stop let him parachute down, run his hands through the pile and pick only one coin. That this would be the one and only marked coin is the same odds as 1 in 1017. 

George Heron, a French mathematician, calculated that the odds of one man fulfilling only 40 of those prophecies to be 1 in 10157. The estimated number of electrons in the entire universe is only around 1079.   
The Apostles deliberately and falsely wrote the NT so that Jesus would fulfill these prophecies

All of the Apostles except for John were martyred. 
· Bartholomew was beaten and then beheaded.

· James the son of Alphaeus was beaten, stoned, and then clubbed.

· Andrew, Philip, Simon, and Jude were crucified.

· Peter was crucified upside down.

· Thomas and Matthew were killed with a spear.

· James son of Zebedee was executed with a sword.

Foreshadowing
Hebrews 10:1 tells us that the Old Testament “law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming – not the realities themselves.” Colossians 2:17 also says, “things which are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ.”
There are many examples of Jesus being foreshadowed in the OT.

One obvious example is the Passover in Exodus 12. In 1 Corinthians 5:7b we read, “For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed.” The blood of the sacrificed lamb on the door meant that God was going to pass over that house for judgment just as God will pass over those people now who has been washed in the blood of the Lamb, Jesus Christ.
Another example is Abraham who in Genesis 22 was going to sacrifice his only son, Isaac, but then God provided a ram as a substitutionary sacrifice.

Then there is Jonah.  Matthew 12:39-41 reads,
 39 But He answered and said to them, “An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet; 40 for just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 41 The men of Nineveh will stand up with this generation at the judgment, and will condemn it because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.

Adam foreshadows Jesus who was the second Adam.

John 3:14, “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up;”

The High Priest in the OT which corresponds to Hebrews 8:1-2, “Now the main point in what has been said is this: we have such a high priest, who has taken His seat at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 2 a minister in the sanctuary and in the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, not man.”
Joseph

· He was loved by his father.

· He was sold by his brethren

· He was told into prison; Jesus was thrown into a tomb.

· They both emerged from prison/tomb and were exalted.

· These things happened to Joseph so that he might save his brethren.

· Joseph forgave his brothers.

There was the scapegoat in Leviticus 16:10.
Melchizedek.

We read in Hebrews 7:1, 14-17, 26-28

For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met Abraham as he was returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him,

For it is evident that our Lord was descended from Judah, a tribe with reference to which Moses spoke nothing concerning priests. 15 And this is clearer still, if another priest arises according to the likeness of Melchizedek, 16 who has become such not on the basis of a law of physical requirement, but according to the power of an indestructible life. 17 For it is attested of Him,
“You are a priest forever
According to the order of Melchizedek.”
26 For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens; 27 who does not need daily, like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the sins of the people, because this He did once for all when He offered up Himself. 28 For the Law appoints men as high priests who are weak, but the word of the oath, which came after the Law, appoints a Son, made perfect forever.
Isaiah 25:1, “O Lord, You are my God; I will exalt You, I will give thanks to Your name; For You have worked wonders, Plans formed long ago, with perfect faithfulness.”
Deity
Infinite Value

in order for Jesus to be able to pay off our sins on the cross and then resurrect three days later He would have to be God. If He wasn’t, then He would still be in the ground paying for our sins and would be doing so for eternity.
Infinite Ability
No one other than God would be able to carry the sins of the world.

Isaiah 53:5 states, “But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed.
Perfect Holiness
The person who paid the penalty for our sins had to be perfectly sinless and holy because if they had any sin, even one, then they would have had to pay for their own debts and would not have been able to pay off anyone else’s 
Jesus is God
Trinity

Matthew 28:19.
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit”

Genesis 1:26a, “Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness.” 
2 Corinthians 13:14, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.” Here in this one verse the three members of the Trinity are mentioned.

Scriptures that explicitly refer to the deity of Jesus

Colossians 2:9, “For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form.”

Titus 2:13, “looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus.” Here we read Paul referring to Jesus as both God and Savior.
Hebrews 1:8, “ But of the Son He says, ‘Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, And the righteous scepter is the scepter of His kingdom.’”
Jesus did claim to be God

John 5:16-18
16 For this reason the Jews were persecuting Jesus, because He was doing these things on the Sabbath. 17 But He answered them, “My Father is working until now, and I Myself am working.”
18 For this reason therefore the Jews were seeking all the more to kill Him, because He not only was breaking the Sabbath, but also was calling God His own Father, making Himself equal with God.
In Luke 12:8-9 and Luke 15:10 Jesus refers to “the angels of God.”

 And then in Matthew 13:41a, “The Son of Man will send forth His angels.” Jesus refers to them as “His angels.”

Hebrews 1:3a, “And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature…”

Philippians 2:6-8

who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
Isaiah 44:6, “Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: ‘I am the first and I am the last, And there is no God besides Me.”

Then in Revelation 1:17 Jesus said, ““Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last,”

In John 14:1 Jesus says, “believe in God, believe also in Me.” Notice how Jesus juxtaposed believing is God with believing in Himself. 
In John 10:30 Jesus states, “I and the Father are one.”
Then, of course, there is John 1:1, 14

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

“And the Word became flesh.” The Word was God and then became flesh.
Jesus has the attributes of God
Jesus is omnipresent
Omnipresence means that someone is everywhere at the same time. Only God is omnipresent. 

Ephesians 4:10, “He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, so that He might fill all things.”

Matthew 18:20, “For where two or three have gathered together in My name, I am there in their midst.”

Ephesians 3:17, “so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love.”

Revelation 3:20, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me.”

Jesus is omnipotent

Omnipotence means that someone is all-powerful. He can do anything and everything.
Colossians 1:16-17, “For by Him [Jesus] all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.”

Jesus is omniscient 
To be omniscient means to know everything from all time and all places. It also means knowing all that could have been potential.
Colossians 2:3, “in whom [Jesus] are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”

Jesus is sovereign
Sovereignty means that someone is the head and ruler over all.

Colossians 2:10, “and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority.”
Jesus is eternal
To be eternal means that someone has no being or end. They existed into the past forever and will exist into the future forever.

Micah 5:2 in referring to the Messiah states,
“But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
Too little to be among the clans of Judah,
From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel.
His goings forth are from long ago,
From the days of eternity.”

Isaiah 9:6 also speaking of the Messiah says,

For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us;
And the government will rest on His shoulders;
And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.

In John 8:56-59 Jesus is talking to the Pharisees.

56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.” 57 So the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am.” 59 Therefore they picked up stones to throw at Him, but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple.

This harkens back to Exodus 3:14 where Moses asks God for His name and God responds, “]I  AM WHO I AM”; and He said, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”

Jesus is immutable

To be immutable means unchanging.

Hebrews 13:8, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”

Some objections to Jesus’ Deity
The Father is greater
John 14:28, “…for the Father is greater than I.”
Am I good?

Luke 18:19, “And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone.”

In John 10:11 Jesus says, “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.” So in this verse Jesus does refer to Himself as good.

Jesus’ head is God and Jesus is in submission to Him
1 Corinthians 11:3, “But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ.”

1 Corinthians 3:23, “and you belong to Christ; and Christ belongs to God.”

1 Corinthians 15:28, “When all things are subjected to Him, then the Son Himself also will be subjected to the One who subjected all things to Him, so that God may be all in all.”

Incarnation

The Incarnation revealed God to us

Hebrews 1:1-3a
God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, 2in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world. 3And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature

John 14:9, “… He who has seen Me has seen the Father…”

The Incarnation revealed our sinfulness

The Incarnation emphasizes relationship

We are able to unite with God in a special and unique way

2 Corinthians 8:9, “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich.”
He gives us a perfect example

1 John 2:6, “the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.”

1 Peter 2:21-23, 

21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, 22 who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth; 23 and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously;

Hebrews 12:2-3

2fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

1 John 3:2, “Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.”
Jesus’ incarnation helps us overcome temptation

Hebrews 2:18, “For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted.”

It proves that the flesh is not inherently sinful and evil

According to God’s law of redemption, the redeemer had to be a descendent and preferably a close one

Leviticus 25:47-49
47 ‘Now if the means of a stranger or of a sojourner with you becomes sufficient, and a countryman of yours becomes so poor with regard to him as to sell himself to a stranger who is sojourning with you, or to the descendants of a stranger’s family, 48 then he shall have redemption right after he has been sold. One of his brothers may redeem him, 49 or his uncle, or his uncle’s son, may redeem him, or one of his blood relatives from his family may redeem him; or if he prospers, he may redeem himself.

Hebrews 2:7, “Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.”

And even more perplexing, why as a helpless baby? 
If Jesus was not born of a human mother then we could never be convinced of His humanity

Why was Jesus being born of a virgin important?

Isaiah 7:14 reads, “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.” Immanuel means “God is with us.”
It was a supernatural event

Isaiah 40:4, “Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain.”

Sin is passed through the man
Some use Romans 5:12 to valid this, “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned.”

It shows that God can use anyone for anything if He so chooses

Luke 1:34, "How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?"

Summary

John 1:1, 14
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

14And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of [l]the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.
12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

Miracles

John 21:25 states, “ And there are also many other things which Jesus did, which if they were written in detail, I suppose that even the world itself would not contain the books that would be written.

The Miracles of Jesus Christ

	Nature Miracles
	Matt
	Mark
	Luke
	John

	1. Stilling the Storm
	8:23
	4:35
	8:22
	

	2. Feeding the 5000
	14:13
	6:30
	9:10
	6:1

	3. Walking on the Water
	14:25
	6:48
	
	6:19

	4. Feeding the 4000
	15:32
	8:1
	
	

	5. Temple Tax in the Fish's Mouth
	17:24
	
	
	

	6. Withering the Fig Tree
	21:18
	11:12
	
	

	7. First Miraculous Catch of Fish
	
	
	5:1
	

	8. Turning Water into Wine
	
	
	
	2:1-11

	9. Second Miraculous Catch of Fish
	
	
	
	21:1-11

	Healing Miracles
	Matt
	Mark
	Luke
	John

	General Healings
	
	
	
	

	10. Cleansing of a Leper
	8:2
	1:40
	5:12
	

	11. Healing a Centurion's Servant
	8:5
	
	7:1
	

	12. Healing Peter's Mother-in-law
	8:14
	1:30
	4:38
	

	13. Healing the Sick at evening
	8:16
	1:32
	4:40
	

	14. Healing a paralytic
	9:2
	2:3
	5:18
	

	15. Healing the Hemorrhaging woman
	9:20
	5:25
	8:43
	

	16. Healing Two Blind Men
	9:27
	
	
	

	17. Healing a Man's Withered Hand
	12:9
	3:1
	6:6
	

	18. Healing the Gentile Woman's Daughter
	15:21
	7:24
	
	

	19. Healing the Epileptic Boy
	17:14
	9:17
	9:38
	

	20. Healing Blind Bartimaeus
	20:30
	10:46
	18:35
	

	21. Healing a Deaf Mute
	
	7:31
	
	

	22. Healing a Blind Man at Bethsaida
	
	8:22
	
	

	23. Healing the Infirm, Bent Woman
	
	
	13:11
	

	24. Healing the Man with Dropsy on the Sabbath
	
	
	14:1
	

	25. Cleansing the Ten Lepers
	
	
	17:11
	

	26. Restoring a Servant's Ear
	
	
	22:51
	

	27. Healing an official’s son
	
	
	
	4:43-54

	28. Healing an Infirm Man at Bethesda
	
	
	
	5:1

	29. Healing the Man born blind
	
	
	
	9:1

	30. Heals Many Sick in Gennesaret
	14:34-35
	6:53-56
	
	

	Resurrections
	
	
	
	

	31. Raising the Ruler's Daughter
	9:18,23
	5:22,35
	8:40,49
	

	32. Raising of a Widow's Son at Nain
	
	
	7:11
	

	33. Raising of Lazarus
	
	
	
	11:43

	Casting out Demons
	
	
	
	

	34. Demons entering a herd of swine
	8:28
	5:1
	8:26
	

	35. Curing a Demon-possessed Mute
	9:32
	
	
	

	36. Casting Out an Unclean Spirit
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Why did Jesus perform miracles?

They pointed to Him as the Messiah

In this passage in John 14:7-14 Phillip says,” Lord, show us the Father.” Jesus answers that the words that He speaks prove that He and the Father are one. But if they did not believe His words then He says in verse 11, “Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; otherwise believe because of the works themselves.”

John 10:37-38, “If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; but if I do them, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, so that you may know and understand that the Father is in Me, and I in the Father.”

John 20:30-31

30 Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.
They attested to His deity

"Aeneas," says Peter, "Jesus Christ heals you" (Acts 9:34). Here Peter in like manner attests at once the Divinity of Jesus and his own subordination. 
John 11
In verses 25 and 26 we read, “Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this?’ 
Then in verse 27 Martha responded, “She said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord; I have believed that You are the Christ, the Son of God, even He who comes into the world.’”

Then after Lazarus’ resurrection in verse 47 we read, “Therefore many of the Jews who came to Mary, and saw what He had done, believed in Him.”

In Acts 3 Peter and John came across a lame beggar and in verse 6 we read, “But Peter said, ‘I do not possess silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene—walk!’”

In Acts 16 Paul was being annoyed by a woman with a spirit of divination and verse 18 says, “She continued doing this for many days. But Paul was greatly annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit, ‘I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her!’ And it came out at that very moment.”

But Jesus said things like, “I am willing; be cleansed” (Matthew 8:3) and “I will come and heal him” (Matthew 8:5). Jesus attributed the miracles to Himself.
In Matthew 14 right after feeding the 5,000 Jesus made the disciples get into a boat and then a great storm arose. Jesus came out to them walking on the waves. Then Peter came to Jesus walking on the water himself. Finally we read in verses 32 and 33:
32 When they got into the boat, the wind stopped. 33 And those who were in the boat worshiped Him, saying, “You are certainly God’s Son!”
To manifest God’s glory

John 9:1-3

As He passed by, He saw a man blind from birth. 2 And His disciples asked Him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he would be born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “It was neither that this man sinned, nor his parents; but it was so that the works of God might be displayed in him.

They emphasized faith
Here is John 10:37-38 again, “If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; but if I do them, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, so that you may know and understand that the Father is in Me, and I in the Father.”

In Luke 17:11-19 is the story of Jesus healing the ten lepers. While they were all going to the priest as Jesus commanded them to do, they all saw that they were healed but only one came back to Jesus to glorify God. Notice in verses 18 and 19 what it says, “Then Jesus answered and said, “Were there not ten cleansed? But the nine—where are they? 18 Was no one found who returned to give glory to God, except this foreigner?” 19 And He said to him, “Stand up and go; your faith has made you well.” Notice that Jesus does not say, “I have made you well” or “God has healed you.” But, rather, “Your faith has made you well.”

In Luke 18:42 after Bartimaeus, a blind beggar on the side of the road, received his sight we read, “And Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has made you well.”

They emphasized God’s care and compassion for each one of us as individuals

Mark 5. 

John 5:8, “Then Jesus said to him, ‘Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.’”

Foreshadow the power given to believers in the Church Age
John 14:12

Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father.
Acts 3:6
 But Peter said, “I do not possess silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene—walk!”
General Thoughts

Mark 3

22 The scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “He casts out the demons by the ruler of the demons.” 23 And He called them to Himself and began speaking to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 If a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26 If Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but [l]he is finished! 27 But no one can enter the strong man’s house and plunder his property unless he first binds the strong man, and then he will plunder his house.
Then in verse 27 Jesus explains that the Devil is the strong man. We are unable to defeat him on our own. This is similar to Luke 11:21-23

21 When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions are undisturbed. 22 But when someone stronger than he attacks him and overpowers him, he takes away from him all his armor on which he had relied and distributes his plunder. 23 He who is not with Me is against Me; and he who does not gather with Me, scatters.
It takes someone stronger than the Devil to overcome him. That someone can only be Jesus Christ. Just as it took a miracle to cast out a demon so it will take the miracle of the Crucifixion and the Resurrection to overcome the Devil. These miracles of exorcising demons foreshadows Jesus’ ultimate ministry of the Passion.

Mark 5:35-43
35 While He was still speaking, they came from the house of the synagogue official, saying, “Your daughter has died; why trouble the Teacher anymore?” 36 But Jesus, overhearing what was being spoken, said to the synagogue official, “Do not be afraid any longer, only believe.” 37 And He allowed no one to accompany Him, except Peter and James and John the brother of James. 38 They came to the house of the synagogue official; and He saw a commotion, and people loudly weeping and wailing. 39 And entering in, He said to them, “Why make a commotion and weep? The child has not died, but is asleep.” 40 They began laughing at Him. But putting them all out, He *took along the child’s father and mother and His own companions, and entered the room where the child was. 41 Taking the child by the hand, He said to her, “Talitha kum!” (which translated means, “Little girl, I say to you, get up!”). 42 Immediately the girl got up and began to walk, for she was twelve years old. And immediately they were completely astounded. 43 And He gave them strict orders that no one should know about this, and He said that something should be given her to eat.
Prayers

Jesus’ Prayer Life
Matthew 14:23, “After He had sent the crowds away, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray; and when it was evening, He was there alone.”

Mark 1:34-35, “34 And He healed many who were ill with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and He was not permitting the demons to speak, because they knew who He was. 35 In the early morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house, and went away to a secluded place, and was praying there.”
Luke 5:15-16 “15 But the news about Him was spreading even farther, and large crowds were gathering to hear Him and to be healed of their sicknesses. 16 But Jesus Himself would often slip away to the wilderness and pray.”

Hebrews 5:7, “In the days of His flesh, He offered up both prayers and supplications with loud crying and tears to the One able to save Him from death, and He was heard because of His piety.”

Jesus’ Prayers

There are 26 recorded prayers of Jesus.
	1
	 prior to Bethlehem
	Hebrews 10:5,7

	2
	 at His baptism
	Luke 3:21,22

	3
	 before His first preaching tour of Galilee
	Mark 1:35-39

	4
	 after the healing of a leper
	Luke 5:12-16

	5
	 before choosing the twelve disciples
	Luke 6:12,13

	6
	 after being rejected by certain cities in Galilee
	Matthew 11:25-26

	7
	 prior to the feeding of 5000 people
	John 6:11

	8
	 after feeding 5000 people
	Matthew 14:22,23

	9
	 as He healed a deaf man
	Mark 7:32-37

	10
	 prior to feeding 4000 people
	Mark 8:6

	11
	 before Peter's great confession
	Luke 9:18; Matthew 16:14-17

	12
	 during His transfiguration
	Luke 9:28-35

	13
	 after hearing the report of the seventy
	Luke 10:17-21

	14
	 before teaching the Lord's Prayer
	Luke 11:1; Matthew 6:9-13

	15
	 at the grave site of Lazarus
	John 11:41, 42

	16
	 over little children
	Mark 10:13-16

	17
	 in the temple on Palm Sunday
	John 12:20-28

	18
	 over Jerusalem
	Matthew 23:37-39; Luke 19:41-44

	19
	 in the upper room prior to His death
	Matthew 26:26-28

	20
	 for Peter
	Luke 22:31-34

	21
	 His great High Priestly Prayer
	John 17

	22
	 in Gethsemane prior to His death
	Mark 14:32-42; Matthew 26:39-46

	23
	 on the cross
	Luke 23:34; Matthew 27:46; John 19:30; Luke 23:46

	24
	 at His resurrection
	Hebrews 2:12,13; John 20:17

	25
	 at Emmaus
	Luke 24:13-35

	26
	 at the Ascension
	Luke 24:50-53


There are also verses that talk about Jesus still praying for us today: Romans 8:34; I John 2:1; Hebrews 7:25; 9:24.

At His baptism

Luke 3:21-22, “21 Now when all the people were baptized, Jesus was also baptized, and while He was praying, heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in bodily form like a dove, and a voice came out of heaven, ‘You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased.’”

When choosing His 12 Apostles

Luke 6:12-13

12 It was at this time that He went off to the mountain to pray, and He spent the whole night in prayer to God. 13 And when day came, He called His disciples to Him and chose twelve of them, whom He also named as apostles:
Mark 1:35-39

35 In the early morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house, and went away to a secluded place, and was praying there. 36 Simon and his companions searched for Him; 37 they found Him, and said to Him, “Everyone is looking for You.” 38 He said to them, “Let us go somewhere else to the towns nearby, so that I may preach there also; for that is what I came for.” 39 And He went into their synagogues throughout all Galilee, preaching and casting out the demons.
Our actions may be like a car, but it is prayer that is the gasoline.

After being rejected

Matthew 11:25-26

25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have revealed them to infants. 26 Yes, Father, for this way was well-pleasing in Your sight.

Thanksgiving

John 6:11, “Jesus then took the loaves, and having given thanks, He distributed to those who were seated; likewise also of the fish as much as they wanted.”

Ephesians 5:20, “always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father;”

1 Thessalonians 5:18, “in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”

Be thankful that you don’t already have everything you desire. If you did, what would there be to look forward to?

Be thankful when you don’t know something for it gives you the opportunity to learn.

Be thankful for the difficult times, during those times you grow.

Be thankful for your limitations; they give you opportunities for improvement.

Be thankful for each new challenge which will build your strength and character.

Be thankful for your mistakes; they will teach you valuable lessons.

Be thankful when you’re tired and weary, because it means you’ve given your all.

Over little children
Mark 10:13-16

13 And they were bringing children to Him so that He might touch them; but the disciples rebuked them. 14 But when Jesus saw this, He was indignant and said to them, “Permit the children to come to Me; do not hinder them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 15 Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it at all.” 16 And He took them in His arms and began blessing them, laying His hands on them.

Foreshadowing His death

John 12:27-28

27 “Now My soul has become troubled; and what shall I say, ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But for this purpose I came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify Your name.” Then a voice came out of heaven: “I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again.”

For Peter

Luke 22:31-34

31 “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; 32 but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” 33 But he said to Him, “Lord, with You I am ready to go both to prison and to death!” 34 And He said, “I say to you, Peter, the rooster will not crow today until you have denied three times that you know Me.” 
Jesus’ prayers on the cross
Luke 23:34a, “But Jesus was saying, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.’”

Matthew 27:46, “About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?’”
Luke 23:46, “And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, ‘Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.’ Having said this, He breathed His last.”

The Great High Priestly Prayer

John 17:1-26
Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You, 2 even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to all whom You have given Him, He may give eternal life. 3 This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 4 I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do. 5 Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.
6 “I have manifested Your name to the men whom You gave Me out of the world; they were Yours and You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. 7 Now they have come to know that everything You have given Me is from You; 8 for the words which You gave Me I have given to them; and they received them and truly understood that I came forth from You, and they believed that You sent Me. 9 I ask on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf of the world, but of those whom You have given Me; for they are Yours; 10 and all things that are Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11 I am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, that they may be one even as We are. 12 While I was with them, I was keeping them in Your name which You have given Me; and I guarded them and not one of them perished but the son of perdition, so that the Scripture would be fulfilled.
The Disciples in the World
13 But now I come to You; and these things I speak in the world so that they may have My joy made full in themselves. 14 I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. 18 As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. 19 For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they themselves also may be sanctified in truth.
20 “I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; 21 that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me.
Their Future Glory
22 The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one; 23 I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me. 24 Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.
25 “O righteous Father, although the world has not known You, yet I have known You; and these have known that You sent Me; 26 and I have made Your name known to them, and will make it known, so that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.”
Matthew 11:25, “At that time Jesus said, “I praise You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,…”

John 12:37, “Now My soul has become troubled; and what shall I say, ‘Father, save Me from this hour’?
Luke 23:34a, “But Jesus was saying, ‘Father, forgive them…’”

Luke 23:46, “And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, ‘Father , into Your hands…’”
Crucifixion
The Crucifixion confirmed by non-Christian sources
Josephus was a Jewish historian who was the history book, “Antiquities of the Jews” at around 93 AD. In it he says:

Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, .... He drew over to him both many of the Jews and many of the Gentiles... And when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had condemned him to the cross ....
Tacitus, who was one of the greatest Roman historians, wrote in “The Annals” at around 116 AM the persecution of Christians by Nero and also the execution of Christ.

Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations, called Christians by the populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus.

The Babylonian Talmud says:

Another possible reference to the crucifixion is found in the Babylonian Talmud. Realize that the “hanging” that it refers to is similar to Luke 23:39, “One of the criminals who were hanged there was hurling abuse at Him, saying, ‘Are You not the Christ? Save Yourself and us!’” Also see Galatians 3:13 for another reference to crucifixion as hanging.
On the eve of the Passover Yeshu was hanged. For forty days before the execution took place, a herald went forth and cried, ‘He is going forth to be stoned because he has practised sorcery and enticed Israel to apostasy. Anyone who can say anything in his favour, let him come forward and plead on his behalf.’ But since nothing was brought forward in his favour he was hanged on the eve of the Passover!

Lucian of Samosata was a Greek satirist who lived in the second century. He was not a Christian and, in fact, made fun of Christianity. But in one of his works, he wrote of the early Christians:

The Christians . . . worship a man to this day--the distinguished personage who introduced their novel rites, and was crucified on that account. . . . [It] was impressed on them by their original lawgiver that they are all brothers, from the moment that they are converted, and deny the gods of Greece, and worship the crucified sage, and live after his laws.
The Crucifixion in the OT

Psalm 22:1-18
The key verses are in boldface with their fulfillment in Jesus on the cross.

My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?


[Matthew 27:46 and Mark 15:34]
Far from my deliverance are the words of my groaning.
2 O my God, I cry by day, but You do not answer;
And by night, but I have no rest.
3 Yet You are holy,
O You who are enthroned upon the praises of Israel.
4 In You our fathers trusted;
They trusted and You delivered them.
5 To You they cried out and were delivered;
In You they trusted and were not disappointed.
6 But I am a worm and not a man,
A reproach of men and despised by the people.
7 All who see me sneer at me;
They separate with the lip, they wag the head, saying,

[Matthew 27:43]
8 “Commit yourself to the Lord; let Him deliver him;
Let Him rescue him, because He delights in him.”

[Matthew 27:43]
9 Yet You are He who brought me forth from the womb;
You made me trust when upon my mother’s breasts.
10 Upon You I was cast from birth;
You have been my God from my mother’s womb.
11 Be not far from me, for trouble is near;
For there is none to help.
12 Many bulls have surrounded me;
Strong bulls of Bashan have encircled me.
13 They open wide their mouth at me,
As a ravening and a roaring lion.
14 I am poured out like water,
And all my bones are out of joint;



[John 19:34]
My heart is like wax;
It is melted within me.
15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd,


[John 19:28]
And my tongue cleaves to my jaws;
And You lay me in the dust of death.
16 For dogs have surrounded me;
A band of evildoers has encompassed me;


[John 20:25, 27]
They pierced my hands and my feet.
17 I can count all my bones.
They look, they stare at me;




[Matthew 27:36]
18 They divide my garments among them,
And for my clothing they cast lots.



[Matthew 27:35]
Isaiah 53
Though every verse in this chapter discusses Jesus and His Passion we’ll look at just a few of the key verses. These are in boldface with their fulfillment in Jesus on the cross.

Who has believed our message?
And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?
2 For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot,
And like a root out of parched ground;
He has no stately form or majesty
That we should look upon Him,
Nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him.
3 He was despised and forsaken of men,
A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;
And like one from whom men hide their face
He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.
4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore,
And our sorrows He carried;
Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken,
Smitten of God, and afflicted.
5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions,

[John 19:18, 1 Peter 2:24]
He was crushed for our iniquities;
The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him,
And by His scourging we are healed.
6 All of us like sheep have gone astray,
Each of us has turned to his own way;
But the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all
To fall on Him.






[2 Corinthians 5:21]
7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted,
Yet He did not open His mouth;




[Matthew 27:14, 1 Peter 2:22-23]
Like a lamb that is led to slaughter,
And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers,

[John 1:29, 36]
So He did not open His mouth.
8 By oppression and judgment He was taken away;
And as for His generation, who considered
That He was cut off out of the land of the living
For the transgression of my people, to whom the stroke was due?
9 His grave was assigned with wicked men,
Yet He was with a rich man in His death,


[Luke 23:50-53]
Because He had done no violence,
Nor was there any deceit in His mouth.
10 But the Lord was pleased
To crush Him, putting Him to grief;
If He would render Himself as a guilt offering,
He will see His offspring,
He will prolong His days,
And the good pleasure of the Lord will prosper in His hand.
11 As a result of the anguish of His soul,
He will see it and be satisfied;
By His knowledge the Righteous One,
My Servant, will justify the many,
As He will bear their iniquities.
12 Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great,
And He will divide the booty with the strong;
Because He poured out Himself to death,
And was numbered with the transgressors;


[Luke 23:33]
Yet He Himself bore the sin of many,
And interceded for the transgressors.
Isaiah 50:6
I gave My back to those who strike Me,
And My cheeks to those who pluck out the beard;
I did not cover My face from humiliation and spitting.
We see this fulfilled in Matthew 27:27-31.
27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole Roman cohort around Him. 28 They stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him. 29 And after twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand; and they knelt down before Him and mocked Him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 They spat on Him, and took the reed and began to beat Him on the head. 31 After they had mocked Him, they took the scarlet robe off Him and put His own garments back on Him, and led Him away to crucify Him.

Zechariah 12:10

“I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him like the bitter weeping over a firstborn.

This is fulfilled in John 19:16, “So he then handed Him over to them to be crucified.”
Psalm 34:20

He keeps all his bones,
Not one of them is broken.

We see this in John 19:31-33.
31 Then the Jews, because it was the day of preparation, so that the bodies would not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. 32 So the soldiers came, and broke the legs of the first man and of the other who was crucified with Him; 33 but coming to Jesus, when they saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs.
Psalm 16:10

For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol;
Nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.
And then in Acts 13:28-35 we read:
28 And though they found no ground for putting Him to death, they asked Pilate that He be executed. 29 When they had carried out all that was written concerning Him, they took Him down from the cross and laid Him in a tomb. 30 But God raised Him from the dead; 31 and for many days He appeared to those who came up with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, the very ones who are now His witnesses to the people. 32 And we preach to you the good news of the promise made to the fathers, 33 that God has fulfilled this promise to our children in that He raised up Jesus, as it is also written in the second Psalm, ‘You are My Son; today i have begotten You.’ 34 As for the fact that He raised Him up from the dead, no longer to return to decay, He has spoken in this way: ‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings of David.’ 35 Therefore He also says in another Psalm, ‘You will not allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.’
Why the Crucifixion?
1 Corinthians 15:3-4 is the most concise presentation of the Gospel in the Bible.
3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,
1 Corinthians 2:1-2 reaffirms this point of Jesus’ Crucifixion being of primary importance.
And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God. 2 For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.
So why did Jesus have to go to the Cross? Couldn’t there be any other way? After all, He is God, couldn’t He figure out something less painful?
Isaiah 6:3, “And one called out to another and said, ‘Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory.’”

And in Revelation 4:8, “And the four living creatures, each one of them having six wings, are full of eyes around and within; and day and night they do not cease to say, ‘HOLY, HOLY, HOLY is THE LORD GOD, THE ALMIGHTY, WHO WAS AND WHO IS AND WHO IS TO COME.’”

Habakkuk 1:13a says, “Your eyes are too pure to approve evil…” God cannot in any way approve of nor ignore evil. It must be dealt with. 
So now we come to man’s nature. Romans 3:10-12 describes us quite nicely.

10 as it is written,

“There is none righteous, not even one;
11 There is none who understands,
There is none who seeks for God;
12 All have turned aside, together they have become useless;
There is none who does good,
There is not even one.”

And Romans 3:23 sums it up, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
But why death? Why so severe?

Crucifixion is considered by many to be the most painful death ever devised. In fact, the word “excruciating” comes from a Latin word that means “to torment, crucify.”

The Romans often offered a mixture of vinegar (gall) and wine to somewhat numb the pain. It says in Matthew 27:34 that “they gave Him wine to drink mixed with gall; and after tasting it, He was unwilling to drink.” Jesus didn’t want to be anesthetized; He wanted to bear the full brunt of the wrath of the Father for our sins.

Nails that were generally 7 to 9 nines long were hammered into the wrists and not the palms as many paintings depict. The reason for this is because the surrounding bones would hold up the victim for the entire duration. If the nails were driven into the palms then the flesh could tear while bearing the weight of the hanging person and the hand or hands would fall free. The person would then fall off of the cross. The nail is the wrist would severe the median nerve which is the largest nerve in the hand. This would cause severe burning pain and the hand would be paralyzed. 
Then the knees would be bent at a 45 degree angle and the feet were pushed downward until they lay flat against the wood of the cross with one foot on top of the other. Then another 7 to 9 inch nail would be driven through both feet.
While hanging in this position the victim would be forced to hold himself up by pushing on his nail-driven feet and holding himself up by his thighs. Since he could only hold this position for a few initial minutes he would then be forced to drop down due to exhaustion. This would put all of his weight on his arms which would cause his shoulders to dislocate. The result would be that his arms would be 6 to 9 inches longer than usual. 

To breathe, the person could inhale easily. But to exhale, he would have to flex his elbows and pull up on the nails in his wrists while at the same time pushing up on the nails in his feet. Both would be excruciating. Simultaneously, his scourged back—i.e. the open and shredded flesh—would scrape against the rough wood of the cross. 
As time went on the victim would become more and more tired and so breathing would be more difficult. His heart would beat faster and faster to try and deliver more blood to the body. Eventually, his lungs would fill with fluid. The continual blood loss and this inability to breath would lead to severe dehydration. This is why Jesus said in John 19:28, “I am thirsty.”

Ultimately, the victim would die of suffocation. In order to expedite his death, the Roman soldiers would oftentimes break the victim’s legs. Then he couldn’t push himself up and he would die rather quickly. But when they came to break Jesus’ legs He was already dead so they didn’t.

1) To pay for our sins, Jesus had to shed blood.
Leviticus 17:11 says, “For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you on the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood by reason of the life that makes atonement.”
And Hebrews 9:22 states, “And according to the Law, one may almost say, all things are cleansed with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.”

Throughout the Bible we see the importance of a blood sacrifice.
In Genesis 3 right after the first sin, Adam and Eve wrongly covered themselves with fig leaves (verse 7). But when God covered them over He used an animal skin which means that an animal had to be sacrificed (verse 21). So the first time that God covered over sin He required a blood sacrifice.

Genesis 4 records the first offering to the Lord. Cain brought the fruit of the ground. But Abel brought a blood sacrifice. God accepted Abel’s blood sacrifice but not Cain’s.
In Genesis 22 God asked Abraham to offer up a blood sacrifice which was his son Isaac. But when God stopped this He required and provided another blood sacrifice which was a ram.
And so it goes all of which foreshadowed and led up to the ultimate blood sacrifice which was Jesus. 

  Ephesians 2:13
But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.
  Hebrews 10:19
[ A New and Living Way ] Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus,
  Hebrews 12:24
and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the blood of Abel.
  Hebrews 13:12
Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through His own blood, suffered outside the gate.
  Hebrews 13:20
[ Benediction ] Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord,
  1 Peter 1:2
according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure.
  1 John 1:7
but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.

Genesis 3:17b – 18a, “Cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life. Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you…”

John 19:1 - 2a, “Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged Him. And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on His head…”

Colossians 1:13 tells us, “For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son.”
Salvation is a gift
Ephesians 2:8 reads, “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God…”

Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Romans 5:15, “But the free gift is not like the transgression. For if by the transgression of the one the many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many.”

Psalm 51:1-2

Be gracious to me, O God, according to Your lovingkindness;
According to the greatness of Your compassion blot out my transgressions.
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity
And cleanse me from my sin.

God’s compassion is great. My sins are cleansed away. Let God be praised forever and forever.
Jesus Himself Alone
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